
Recent cuts have left the district at bare minimum
The District’s costs continue to increase with inflation, so in order to adjust for the 
lack of corresponding increase in funding, Forest Lake Area Schools has made pro-
gram and staff cuts totaling $7.5 million in the past four years. More reductions are 
imminent in future years if an additional operating levy is not approved.

Our district operates efficiently
Forest Lake Area Schools provides a high quality education for our students using significantly less funds per pupil than the 
average Minnesota school district. The District accomplishes this through a lean approach to administrative expenses and a 
creative approach to operations, finding ways to operate more efficiently and use outside sources of funding whenever possible.
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State funding has not kept up with inflation
In the past 25 years, school funding from the state has lagged behind the level 
of inflation. Today, there is a $2,500 gap in inflation-adjusted dollars between 
what was provided from the state in 1991 and what is provided today. Most 
school districts in Minnesota have recently approved new operating levies to 
offset the lack of funding from the state.

 Forest Lake has not had an increase in voter-
approved operating funds since 2006.

Fewer Administrators
Forest Lake Area Schools spends 
15 percent less than the average 

Minnesota district on administrators 
and support personnel. 

$429,500
 Grant funding brought 

into the district in the past 
few years.

$200,000
 Energy savings per year 

provided by solar panels at 
district facilities

Less Spending
Forest Lake Area Schools spends 
nearly $1,000 less per pupil each 
year than the average Minnesota 

school district.
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW

Forest Lake Area Schools
OPERATING LEVY REQUEST

November 6, 2018
On November 6th, Forest Lake Area Schools is asking residents to consider 
approving an operating levy that would provide an additional $825 per pupil.

Source: Schools for Equity in Education

Source: Minnesota Department of Education Source: Minnesota Department of Education
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Forest Lake Area Schools
OPERATING LEVY REQUEST

November 6, 2018
On November 6th, Forest Lake Area Schools is asking residents to consider 
approving an operating levy that would provide an additional $825 per pupil.

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF MY VOTE?
To help residents make an informed choice at the polls, the school board is providing an outline of what residents can expect 
from either outcome of the election. The board approved two lists: one detailing cuts that would be considered if the levy fails 
to pass; and the other listing priorities for how additional funding would be spent if the levy succeeds.

What will happen if 
the community does 
not approve the levy?

The school board has indicated the following cuts would be 
considered if the levy is not approved: 

• Closing another elementary school

• Pairing elementary schools with grades K-3 at one 

school and 4-6 in another

• Increasing class sizes 

• Reducing or eliminating programs or electives

• Charging for busing within 2 miles of school

• Reducing or eliminating athletics and activities

• Increasing fees for athletics, activities, and parking

* Complete list of potential cuts is available at flaschools.org

NO?
What will improve if 
additional funding is 
provided?

If voters approve the levy in November, the school board 
has approved the following spending priorities: 

• Reduce class size averages 

• Restore and enhance classroom instructional 

resources that were reduced or eliminated

• Attract and retain the best teachers and staff 

• Enhance supports for struggling students 

• Expand gifted and accelerated learning opportunities

• Retain and enhance education opportunities for 

students such as music, language, etc.

• Establish financial stability in an effort to avoid future 

budget reductions

YES?

HOW DO I VOTE?
The levy referendum question is on the ballot for this 
fall’s general election on November 6th. Residents can 
vote at their standard polling location, or vote early via 
absentee ballot any time after September 21. To find 
details about where and when to vote, check out Minne-
sota’s voter website at:
 www.mnvotes.org | 651-215-1440

WILL MY TAXES GO UP?
If the levy is approved, it will impact property taxes. The 
amount will vary based on property value. For an average 
home valued at $250,000, property taxes will increase by 
$282.45 per year.
 

Learn more at 
flaschools.org/referendum2018


